25 YEARS OF ROZBRAT SQUAT! 
ROZBRAT IS HERE TO STAY! 


SOLI-INFO TOUR 


Rozbrat’s history begins in October 1994 on what today is 21a 
Putaskiego Street in Poznan (Poland). This was when a few people 
spent the first night in ruined factory abandoned by Darex com- 
pany. Today, after 25 years, it is one of the oldest socio-political 
occupied centers in an appropriated space in Europe. 


In this case, the settlement was a political act, reformulating the 
existing social order based upon the pressures of free market 
economy. The foundation of this place was a sign of support for 
the bottom-up initiatives and movements opposing state op- 
pression and business dictates in Poland. 

Rozbrat is the oldest place in Poland/Poznan where one can or- 
ganize without subsidies, state and sponsors, on non-commer- 
cial terms while building a common, socio-political center ac- 
cessible to everyone, regardless of wealth and origin. But it is 
primarily a place where various political and social activities take 
place, which reach further into the city space. Rozbrat is also a 
base for the Poznan’s section of Anarchist Federation (- a fed- 
eration of anarchist groups active in Poland, initiated in 1989. 
Firstly established on the basis of Anarchist Intercity Agreement, 
it united anticommunist opposition movement, critical to the 
“Solidarity” -workers union- elites). The Anarchist Federation 
Poznan’s section was created in 1996 and it has worked towards 
the formation of a self-governing society. Its activity is manifest- 
ed in various forms of actions, such as protests, demonstrations, 
direct actions, political debates and campaigns, art-activities, 
publishing, anti-fascist gym Freedom-Fighters, free alternative 
education projects, etc., which aim is to create alternative struc- 
tures in oppose to the oppressive state policy and capitalist log- 
ic. In some cases, the activities take the form of longer cam- 
paigns p.e: against the construction of container houses’ ghetto, 
against the anti-abortion policy, urban segregation, gentrifi- 
cation, resettlements, against military interventions, anti-rac- 
ism, against welfare cuts due to Euro 2012 Football Champion- 
ships, etc. The Rozbrat Collective and Anarchist Federation in 
Poznan function as an umbrella for all the self-organized local 
political activities lead by the anarchist movement; such as the 
Wielkopolskie Tenants’ Association (Wielkopolskie Stowarzysze- 
nie Lokatoréw) and Workers’ Initiative (Inicjatywa Pracownicza), 
which are active spots for the consolidation of the local commu- 
nities. The Federation is organized horizontally, its meetings are 
open and take place every Tuesday at Rozbrat. 


Below there is a short presentation of some activities, from the 
beginning of Rozbrat until now. 


Demos in defence of 
Rozbrat, 2009-2010. 

10 years ago we fought 
the first battle to defend 
this place. It took place 
on at least two levels 
simultaneously - during 
the auction process 

and in the city council 
which wanted to put 
Sotacz, the district where 
Rozbrat is situated, in 
the hands of developers. 
The two highligths were 
two thousand strong 
demonstrations (May 
2009, March 2010) which 
showed how determined 
the community of 
Poznan (and beyond) is in 
defending Rozbrat. The 
whole process opened 
up new areas we've 
been involved in the 
following years - tenant 
struggles, municipal 
workers struggles, and 
environmental struggles 
within the city. 


There were thousands of 
them at Rozbrat. Back in 
the day music was one of 
the most important things 
bringing young rebels to- 
gether, although the way 
of organising shows could 
be taken as a script for 

a spy movie parody. Al- 
though conditions have 
changed a lot, Rozbrat 

is still home of the inde- 
pendent scene. 


“Hatastra” - Rozbrat’s 
samba group is a part 

of the international 
“Rhythms of Resistance” 
network. Grounded in 
2005, it was the very first 
one in Poland. Its mission 
is to provide the rhythm 
(and surprising tactical 
opportunities) for demos, 
rallies and cultural events. 
You can join the team any 
time. 


First mass evictions 
started in late ‘90 and it 
was when Rozbrat and 
the Anarchist Federation 
started building 
foundations of the tenant 
rights’ movement. A 
coalition “Poznan, City of 
the People” emerged. In 
2011/2012 the Anarchist 
Federation and tenants 
harassed by landlord on 
Piaskowa street have 
grounded “Wielkopolskie 
Tenants’ Association”. 
The turning point for 

the movement was the 
blockade and occupation 
of a “cleansed” house 

on Stolarska street 
(harassment of tenants 
by a landlord in order 

to force them to move 
out). Thanks to grassroots 
struggles and protests, 
tens of evictions were 
stopped, the city council 
dumped its project of a 
container settlement for 
“difficult tenants”, social 
housing tenants were 
taken out of debt, a large 
scale social housing plan 
has been introduced and 
social housing as such got 
more accessible, and the 
cooperation with Roma, 
the most suppressed 
minority, has started. 


THE HOUSE 


Rozbrat’s buildings are not in a perfect shape so 
repairs are a never-ending story. Some roofs and walls 
have had to be rebuilt completely, as well as floors 
and wiring. Plumbing didn’t exist before. Nothing else 
integrates more than work for a common goal. 

Even if it‘s only mixing concrete. 


In 1997 first collage and 
photography exhibition 
was held at Rozbrat. A 
year after the first graffi- 
ti festival was organised, 
it continued afterwards 
as Graffiti Fest. Number 
of other events of this 
sort were held in follow- 
ing years. Today, Rozbrat’s 
, Walls are a live gallery of 
= street art and graffiti. 
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} ‘ moment on this 
collective, free and 
self-organised space 
hosts workshops and 
produces posters and 
t-shirts. 
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ment and anti-military in- ‘ \ — —— 
itiative is about distribut- 
ing free, hot, vegan food 
for those in need: the 
poor, the homeless, the 
unemployed. Local group 
has been active at Rozbrat 
for more than 15 years. 


ANTI-WAR 


“Anti-military Svejk emergency” was one of the first 
systematically run legal support activities in the 90's 

at Rozbrat. Mobilisations against war in the Caucasus 
and Russian intervention in Chechnya (Free Caucasus 
Committee), war in Iraq, Afghanistan and Gaza strip oc- 
cupation were held afterwards. “Women in Black” - in- 
ternational initiative fighting war, militarisation and oth- 
er forms of violence was also active in Poznan from the 
early ‘OOs. 


see 
From the very beginning, 
Rozbrat was the heart 

of Poznanri’s anti-fascist 
struggle. In every ac- 

tion we held there was 

an equality factor, the 
base of anti-fascism - but 
sometimes it was neces- 
sary to go on the streets 
and shout the things out 
loud. Despite the fact that 
actions captured on those 
photos are two dec- 

ades apart our position 

is always the same - No 
Pasaran! 
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“Class not nation”, “No 
one is illegal” - those are 
| the main slogans of an- 
ti-racist activities held 
from the early 90’s. Roz- 
brat’s community organ- 
ised many actions and 
campaigns against the 
militarization of borders, 
deportations and racial 
segregation eg. towards 
Roma. 
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1994. Afterwards St. Anna‘s = 
Mountain defence took : 
place in 1997, Rospuda 
valley (2007) and anti-nu- 
clear power actions and 
campaigns. In 2008 during 
the climate summit COP 
14 in Poznari a demo was 
held. Its main slogan was 
“Climate change needs a 
system change”. Animalist 
groups like “Vege On” or 
hunt saboteurs “Poznan 
Against Hunters” were 
started here. Rozbrat is 
also one of the founders 
of the Climate Camp. 
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City transport system still 


leaves much to be de- 
sired. It would be much 
worse for sure if not the 


activities showing that the 
perspective should be 
focused on two wheels, 
not four. Back in the days 
every month a bicycle 
critical mass took place 
in many cities, including 
Poznan. Rozbrat became 
a place where cyclists 
managed to start a work- 
shop open for everyone 
every week. 


“Social feminism instead 
of the liberal one” - this 
slogan reflects Poznari’s 
feminist movement that 
has been active since the 
90's. Women have raised 
problems like unequal 
work division, role of un- 
paid reproductive work in 
the capitalist system and 
female tenants’ situation. 
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In March ‘18 nurseries workers, cultural institution 
workers and female tenants from Poznan and Warsaw 
organised the first Women’s Social Congress. It was a 
response to the new municipality of Poznan that didn’t 
fulfill their electoral promises about funding public 
sector - social care, culture and education. It was an- 
other step in organising common struggle for higher 
salaries and lower rents. 


WOMEN'S 
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THEATRE 


In ‘OO dada Cabaret “Em- 
barrassment” was start- 
ed at Rozbrat. Rozbrat 
spaces were used by “Te- 
atr Osmego Dnia”, “Strefa 
Ciszy”, “Komuna Otwock”, 
“Suka Off”, “Wegajty”, 
“Terminus A Quo” theat- 
ers to show their plays. 
When “Golgota Picnic” 
was banned from Malta 
Festival in 2014, hundreds 
of spectators came to see 
a screening of it 

at Rozbrat. 


MEETINGS & 
EXHIBITIONS ~ 


Uncensored culture is an idea always present at Rozbrat. Hundreds of gigs, exhibi- 

tions, movie screenings, panels, happenings, performances, poetry nights and thea- 
tre plays were held here. Also a series of DIY art festivals, and other grassroot move- 
ments’ gatherings. In 2003 a meeting with Abel Paz, a Spanish revolutionary writer 

took place here. A year before the “Arbeitsdisdziplin” - Rafat Jakubowicz’s exhibition 
- was presented. It showed the tyranny of work discipline in Volgswagen factory situ- 
ated in Poznari‘s suburbs. It was banned form a municipal gallery by Ryszard Grobel- 
ny, former mayor of Poznari, because it was “harming the investor's image”. 
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Soon new wave of the z 
movement emerged, it’s ye 
perspective was enriched, 
and so the number 

of activists. 
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PUBLISHING & 
LIBRARY — 


In 1997 the building now 
used as Freedom Library 
was repaired. It is the 
largest archive of under- 
ground, anarchist and en- 
vironmental publishings in 
Poland. From the very be- 
ginning Rozbrat was active 
in publishing. Number of 
art-zines (“Swish”), papers 
B (“Schoolboy and School- 

| girl”, “The Anarchist Re- 
view”, “Tej”, “Anarchist 
daily”, “Black Tomato”) 
and books (“Trojka broth- 
erhood” printing house) 
came out of here. 
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FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS 


ay 
First independent mar- 
tial arts league under this igo 
banner was held in 2013 y 
but interest in this activ- 
ity here was way older. 
Today Freedom Fighters 
is not only a league, it’s a 
self-organised gym where 
everyone can find classes 
- from yoga to muay thai. 


gration for sure. This is mostly what FC Rozbrat is 
about. Home and away matches, time of practice - 


Sports? It’s a form of culture as well, and inte- 
everything could be a cause for strengthening ties. 


The campaign organised 
by anarchists, feminists, 
unionists and tenants in 
response to EURO 2012 
football cup games held 
in Poznan. Main event was 
a demo held to address 
the burden of the growing 
public debt experienced 
by women. 


F-16 


Anti-war mobilisations against military interventions 
weren't the only type of activities of Rozbrat. Poland’s 
accession to NATO was protested as well as plans for 
American military bases in Poland and the purchase of 
F-16 aircrafts by the Polish military. A demo and series 
of protests with Poznan Krzesiny district's inhabitants 
were held to protest against using nearby airport as a 
base for those falcons. 
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He was an unionist and a worker, a co-founder and an 
active member of Workers’ Initiative (IP). Before the 
systemic transformation in ‘89, he was a member of the 
underground “Solidarity” since his youth. After ‘89 he 
didn’t agree with union’s conciliatory policy and left. In 
June ‘04 he organised IP committee in HCP factory. He 
always put the interest of the workers and union mem- 
bers over his own. 


Rozbrat’s activists have al- 
ways supported workers 
in struggle. Workers’ Ini- 
tiative (IP) is a horizontal, 
grassroots union started 
by the Anarchist Feder- 
ation and HCP factory's 
workers in 2004. Today 

it has over 3,000 mem- 
bers organised in circa 70 
committees in heavy in- 
dustry, education, logis- 
tics, culture, social care. 
In Poznan there are IP 
committees in HCP facto- 
ry, Amazon, Volkswagen, 
nursery houses, thea- 
tres and hospitals. One of 
them holds its meetings at 
Rozbrat. 


IN SOLIDARITY 


In October 2019, Rozbrat squat celebrat- 
ed its 25th birthday, but its future is un- 
certain. A bailiff is preparing to auction 
off the plot which we occupy. On May 

15, 2019, he set an estimated value of the 
land (around 1,4 million euros). The auc- 
tion has not been announced yet, but 
that can happen anytime. The history of 
the land is complicated: it was nation- 
alized in 1948, but after the transition to 
capitalism, it was taken over by a private 
company as a part of a doubtful reprivati- 
sation. That company took out high loans 
and went bankrupt. The bank sold the 
loan to a debt trading company which is 
now demanding the bailiff to sell the land. 
The bailiff, the real estate speculators and 
their political allies have once again taken 
legal steps to get rid of us. 


It is our belief that after 25 years of occu- 
pation this area should stay in the handes 
the Rozbrat community and remain a col- 
lective property of the anarchist move- 
ment. We are not going to give it up with- 
out a fight! We are building a movement 
that relies on solidarity and mutual help 
instead of rat race. Now Rozbrat is calling 
for international support. 


Solidarity is our weapon!! 
No pasaran!! 


